
What is bonded labour?

The Signs

Victim Support

One form of force or coercion 
is the use of a bond, or debt, 
to keep a person in subjuga-
tion. This is referred to in law 
and policy as "bonded labor" 
or "debt bondage." It is crimi-
nalized under U.S. law and 
included as a form of exploita-
tion related to trafficking in the 
United Nations protocol on 
trafficking in persons. Many 
workers around the world fall 
victim to debt bondage when 
they assume an initial debt as 
part of the terms of employ-
ment, or inherent debt in more 
traditional systems of bonded 
labor. In South Asia, this 
phenomenon exists in huge 
numbers as traditional bonded 
labor in which people are 
enslaved from generation to 
generation.

More Information

STEFAN:
Stefan was in serious debt and was struggling to 
provide for his family. His employer gave him a way to 
work off his debt quicker. It was to last for 6 months 
but he had to leave the country and work and another 
location. He agreed to this. He told his family goodbye, 
he said he would send back money for them. The six 
months passed, and when Stefan thought he had 
paid his debt off he was ready to go home, but his 
employer refused to let him leave. “He threatened to kill 
my family if I didn’t continue to work”. Stefan was 
enslaved for 4 more years before he took his own life.
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0800 500 111
Crime Stoppers

www.unodc.org - United Nations
www.notforsalecampaign.org

Do you want to do more to help? 
Please donate.

www.blueblindfold.co.uk

Is the person...

Does the person...

Accompanied by a controlling person 
or boss?
Transported to or from work?
Unable to leave his/her job?

Speak on his/her own behalf?
lack control over personal schedule, 
money, ID?
Live and work in the same place?
Owe debt to employer/crew leader?
Seem afraid, depressed or overly 
submissive?
Have bruses or other signs of abuse? TRAFFICKING
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