
What is Forced Labour?
One form of force or coer-
cion is the use of a bond, or 
debt, to keep a person in 
subjugation. This is referred 
to in law and policy as 
"bonded labor" or "debt 
bondage." It is criminalized 
under U.S. law and included 
as a form of exploitation 
related to trafficking in the 
United Nations protocol on 
trafficking in persons. Many 
workers around the world fall 
victim to debt bondage 
when they assume an initial 
debt as part of the terms of 
employment, or inherent 
debt in more traditional 
systems of bonded labor. In 
South Asia, this phenom-
enon exists in huge numbers 
as traditional bonded labor 
in which people are enslaved 
from generation to genera-
tion.

EUGENIO:
Eugenio was promised a well paying job by a friend, so her 
travelled to foreign land with 5 others. When he arrived they 
took is passport. “they said they needed it for my work 
papers”. He was then drugged and held it captivity. “I am 
now drug dependent”. He was forced to work. He worked 
18hours a day for no pay. He was lucky if he got one meal a 
day. If he didn’t meet his work quota each day he was 
brutally beaten for hours at a time. He attempted to escape 
several times and failed. When he was caught he was 
locked up. “I went days without food or water”. 6 years later 
he escaped and made it home.
27 years old - South America – Forced Labor

The Signs

Victim SupportMore Information

0800 500 111
Crime Stoppers

www.unodc.org - United Nations

www.notforsalecampaign.org

Do you want to do more to help? 
Please donate.

www.blueblindfold.co.uk

Is the person...

Does the person...

Accompanied by a controlling person 
or boss?
Transported to or from work?
Unable to leave his/her job?

Speak on his/her own behalf?
lack control over personal schedule, 
money, ID?
Live and work in the same place?
Owe debt to employer/crew leader?
Seem afraid, depressed or overly 
submissive?
Have bruses or other signs of abuse?
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